
The United States 

History AP Exam



“Continuous effort - not strength or 

intelligence - is the key to unlocking our 

potential.”  - Winston Churchill



The exam

 There are 9 periods in which the exam covers.  Your syllabus breaks 

down each one.  They cover from 1491-Present

Period Date Range Approximate % on 

Exam

1 1491-1607 5%

2 1607-1754 11.25%

3 1754-1800 11.25%

4 1800-1848 11.25%

5 1844-1877 11.25%

6 1865-1898 15%

7 1890-1945 15%

8 1945-1980 15%

9 1980-Present 5%



The exam
 There are 4 parts to the exam:

1. 55 Multiple Choice questions

2. 4 Short answer questions

3. One DBQ

4. One Long essay question

Section Question Type # of Questions Timing % of Total Exam 

Score

I Part A: Multiple 

Choice 

55 55 40%

I Part B: Short 

Answer

4 50 20%

II Part A: Document

Based Question

1 55 25%

II Part B: Long Essay 

Question

1 35 15%



Multiple Choice

New format!

There is a stimulus and questions that 

follow, relating to the stimulus.



1.  Which of the following reasons did the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 
anger Northerners?

A. It contradicted the Wilmot 
Proviso.

C. It contradicted the Missouri 
Compromise. 

B. It increased federal 

intervention in the affairs of 

independent states.

D. It prioritized states’ rights 
over the rights of the federal 

government.

- An April 24, 1851 

poster warning the 

"colored people of 

Boston" about 

policemen acting as 

slave catchers.

2. What was the main provision of the Fugitive Slave Act?

A. Slaves were free if they got to the 
North.

C. Southerners could not 
pursue escaped slaves.

B. The Underground Railroad was 
made illegal.

D. Aiding runaway slaves 

was a crime.



Short Answer

 Answer the question!!!

 Show off your knowledge.

 No thesis needed.



Answer parts a, b, and c.

 Briefly explain the differences between the Spanish settlements in the Southwest 

and the English colonies in New England in the seventeenth century in terms of 

ONE of the following:

 Politics

 Religion

 Economic development

 Briefly explain ONE cause for the differences between the Spanish settlements in 

the Southwest and the English colonies in New England in the seventeenth 

century in the category discussed.

 Briefly explain ONE resulting consequence of the difference explained in part a 

and b.



Document Based Question

 7 documents

 No questions go along with each document like the regents

 Must use 6 documents in your essay response.  

 Complete essay = all components!





Long Essay Question

 Thesis needed!

 Hamburger method!

 Yummm……



Answer one out of the two 

following questions

 In the seventeenth century, New England Puritans tried to create a 

model society. What were their aspirations, and to what extent were 
those aspirations fulfilled during the seventeenth century?

 “Geography was the primary factor in shaping the development of 

the British colonies in North America.” Support, modify, or refute this 
statement for the 1600’s, providing specific evidence to justify for 
answer.


