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APUSH Long Essay Rubric
The long essay is graded on a 6 point rubric that breaks down like this:
A. Thesis 0-1 Points
Skill Assessed: Argumentation and targeted skill
The thesis must address ALL parts of the question. The thesis must do more than restate the
question. The skill targeted by the prompt must be clear.

B. Support for the Argument (0-2pts)
Skill Assessed: Argumentation, Use of Evidence
Supports the stated thesis (or makes a relevant argument) using specific evidence (1pt)
or
Supports the stated thesis (or makes a relevant argument) using specific evidence, clearly and
consistently stating how the evidence supports the thesis or argument, and establishing clear
linkages between the evidence and the thesis argument. (2pts)

C. Application of targeted Historical Thinking Skill: (0-2pts)
Skill Assessed: Targeted Skill:

For Questions Assessing CONTINUITY AND CHANGE OVER TIME
Describes historical continuity AND change over time (1pt)
or
Describes historical continuity AND change over time and analyzes specific examples that
illustrate historical continuity AND change over time. (2pts)

For Questions Assessing COMPARISON
Describes similarities AND differences among historical developments. (1pt)
or
Describes similarities AND differences among historical developments, providing specific
examples AND analyzes the reasons for their similarities AND/OR differences OR,DEPENDING
ON THE PROMPT, evaluates the relative significance of the historical developments. (2 pts)


For Questions assessing CAUSATION
Describes causes AND/OR effects of a historical development (1pt)
or
Describes causes AND/OR effects of a historical development and analyzes specific examples
that illustrate causes AND/OR effects of a historical development (2 pts)

For Questions assessing PERIODIZATION
Describes the ways in which the historical development specified in the prompt was different
from OR similar to developments that preceded and/or followed (1pt)
or
Analyzes the ways in which the historical development specified in the prompt was different
from AND similar to developments that preceded and/or followed providing specific examples to
illustrate the analysis. (2 pts)

D. Synthesis (0-1pt)
Skill Assessed: Synthesis
Response synthesizes the argument, evidence, and context into a coherent and persuasive
essay by accomplishing one or more of the following as relevant to the question.
Appropriately extends or modifies the stated thesis or argument (1pt)
or
Explicitly employs an additional appropriate category of analysis (e.g. political, economic, social,
cultural, geographic, race, gender) beyond that called for in the prompt (1pt)
or
The argument appropriately connects the topic of the question to other historical periods,
geographic areas, contexts, or circumstances (1pt)
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How To Write an A.P. U.S. History Thesis Statement
A thesis statement is the position a student is going to take, the argument that is going to be made. It is therefore the answer to the question being asked. As such, the thesis statement is not a fact; it is an informed interpretation of the facts. Neither is the thesis statement just an opinion.  Rather the thesis is the reasoned judgment of the student. Most good questions allow for a range
of possible answers. In other words, a continuum exists and students can generally feel free to choose a response along that continuum. However, students should avoid crafting an extreme response at either end of the continuum. Most questions require a response that is not black or white but instead some shade of gray. That does not mean, however, that students should attempt to respond in the middle of the continuum. Such an attempt usually results in a failure to
articulate a clear position. Students should also beware of the fallacy of “positive response bias.”  Unfortunately, many students are inclined to answer a question in the affirmative. Students always need to carefully weigh all of the historical evidence and then craft a response that best articulates their understanding of the historical record. In other words, students should not feel free to argue any side simply because they can believe they can support it. Instead, they should feel compelled to support the side with the most evidence behind it.

Examples of thesis statements:
Bad: George Washington set many important precedents as president. This is a fact not a position.

Good: The precedents that Washington set as America’s first president greatly benefited the American political system. This is a clear position that can be supported or opposed.

Weak: The Revolutionary War brought about change in American society. This is,
technically, a position. But, it is vague and not really debatable.

Strong: The Revolutionary War ushered in a slew of wide-ranging and permanent
social changes in American society. This is a clear, strong, and debatable thesis.

Sample Prompt:
Jacksonian Democrats viewed themselves as the guardians of the United States Constitution,
political democracy, individual liberty, and equality of economic opportunity. In light of
your knowledge of the following documents and your knowledge of the 1820’s and 1830’s, to what extent do you agree with the Jacksonians’ view of themselves?






Types of Thesis Statements:
1. Direct: This a straightforward statement that clearly and directly answers the question. To a remarkable degree Jacksonian democrats succeeded in implementing their vision of American society.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Compound: Use this approach when trying to prove two main points. Use the word “and.” Jacksonian democrats successfully portrayed themselves as guardians of American ideals and did indeed achieve a remarkable degree of success in protecting those ideals.

3. Split: This approach splits the thesis into several categories. In essence it combines the thesis statement with the plan of attack/themes of the essay. This works best when the prompt itself provides the essay categories.
To a large extent Jacksonian democrats were not effective guardians of the United States Constitution, political democracy, individual liberty, and equality of economic
opportunity.

4. Complex-Direct: This type of thesis statement acknowledges that contrary evidence
exists and addresses the complexity inherent in most essays prompts. A well executed
complex thesis offers students the best opportunity to earn a high score. Key words such as “although” are helpful in constructing this type of thesis.
Although Jacksonian Democrats truly believed that they were the guardians of American ideals, their actions betrayed other priorities and rarely lived up to either their rhetoric or intentions.

5. Complex-Split: This approach splits the thesis into several categories, acknowledges that contrary evidence exists and tackles the complexity inherent in most APUSH essays. 
Even though Jacksonian Democrats failed in their self-appointed roles as the guardians of the United States Constitution and individual liberty, they achieved great success in
strengthening political democracy and the equality of economic opportunity.
OR
Despite a few notable lapses, in general, Jacksonian Democrats were good stewards of
the United States Constitution, and oversaw an expansion of individual liberty, political
democracy, and economic opportunity.
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Section Ill: Long-Essay Questions

‘The following questions are meant to illustrate an example of a question pairing that might
appear in this section of the exam, in which both questions focus on the same historical
thinking skill (in this case, periodization) but apply it to different time periods. Therefore,
the question pairing allows the student to make a choice concerning which time period and
historical perspective he or she is best prepared to write about.

Questions 1-2

‘These questions ask students to make an argument justifying different ways of periodizing US.
foreign policy history in the late 19th and 20th centuries. In both cases, students can support
their thesis by referring to the historical evidence used by their teacher to illustrate the learning
objective (WOR-7).

. Some historians have argued that the Spanish-American War in 1898 marked a turning

point in United States foreign policy. Support, modify, or refute this contention using specific
evidence.

Key Concepts
Historical in the Curriculum
Learning Objectives Thinking Skills | Framework
WOR7 Analyze the goals of U.S. polioymakers in major | Periodization | 731

international conflicts, such as the Spanish-American War,
‘WorldWars | and Il and the Cold War, and explain how US.
involvement in these conflicts has altered the U.S. role in
‘world affairs.

. Some historians have argued that the development of the policy of containment after the

Second World War marked a turning point in United States foreign policy. Support, modify, or
refute this contention using specific evidence.

Key Concepts
Historical in the Curriculum
Learning Objectives Thinking Skills | Framework
WOR7 Analyze the goals of UsS. policymakers inmajor | Periodization | 8.11

international conflicts, such as the Spanish-American War,
‘WorldWars | and Il and the Cold War, and explain how US.
involvement in these conflicts has altered the U.S. role in
‘world affairs.
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(IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER...)

1. ASSUME YOUR READER 13 AN IGT=Y0U MAY B T AR, INOTHER WORDS. Q) create por
‘SPELL THINGS OUT... DON' TAKE IT FOR GRANTED THAT "HE/SHE KNOWS WHAT |
MEAN/KNOWS WHAT (M TALKING ABOUT.” YOU'VE NEVER MET THE GUY/ GAL WHO'S (=1
GOING TO READ & GRADE YOUR ESSATYS. o= EditPDF

2. THINGS, A LOT, & STUFF...NEVER!
5. KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BALL... ARE YOU ANSWERING WHAT IS BEING ASKED?
4. ARE YOU STAYING IN OR STRAYING FROM THE TIME SCOPE OF YOUR QUESTION? © Comment
5. DITCH “HAPPILY EVER AFTERISMS.” TO WIT: *_. AND IF THE PILGRIMS HAD NEVER
LANOED HERE, WE COULD NOT HAVE BECOME TH GREAT, FREEDOMLOVING NATION
THAT WE ARE TODAY. A, Fill & sign
6 KEEP CONCLUSIONS NARROW-JUST LIKE THE FRANE OF STUDY. YOU DON'T HAVETO
GO FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIVE TO THE YEAR 5000 IN S PARAGRAPHS.
7. IT'S COOLTO BE P.C.~USE "NATIVE AMERICANS” INSTEAD OF “INDIANS,” AND " )
CAFRICAN-AMERICANS” INSTEAD OF “BLACK." 2k Send for Signature
B TENSES-DON'T SHIFT THEMII! THIS IS THE PAST THAT YOU ARE WRITING ABOUT.
S, NEVER WRITE CONVERSATIONALLYII! DON'T WRITE LIKE YOUTALK, AND 00N T TALK
TOTHE READER; NO FIRST PERSON. NO RHETORICAL QUESTIONS, - Send & Track
10.SPELLING & CAPITALIZATION, SPELLING & CAPITALZATION, SPELUNG &
CaprracizaTion!
11.ALONG THE LINES OF 9, STAY CRISP & PROFESSIONAL. DON'T BEAT AROUND THE
BUSH. WRITE AS AN EXPERT IN THE FIELD,
12, WATCH OUT FOR REPETITIONS... AVOID TENOENCIES IN WORD OR PHRASE USAGE &
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
 13/STREAM OF CONSCIOUSHESS... UNLESS YOU e WILLIAM FAULKNER; DOR'T JUST
RAMELE ON. HAVE A SPECIFIC MENTAL FICTURE, AN INTELLECTUAL STARTING POINT &
« DESTINATION FOR YOUR WORK 4
14 DIRECT IS NICE, BUT JUMPING RIGHT IN 15 NOT. GIVE THE NEADER A THESIS FIRST—
TELL THE READER WHAT 715 YOU RE GOING TO FROVE. DISPROVE, AOVOCATE/ REJECT,
AGREE WITH/ DISAGREE wiTh, £1C.
15.DON'T LEAVE HANGING POINTS! JUSTIFY YOUR CONCLUSIONS. EXPRESS FACTS
RATHER THAN IMPLY THEM. IN OTHER WORDS, DENONSTRATE 70 ME WhHY | SHOULD
BELLEVE YOU YOUR CONCLUSIONS
16.RESFONSES SHOULD BE FAEE-STANDING; | SHOULD OE ASLE TO READ YOUR WORK E
AND RIGHT AWAY KNOW WHAT THE GUESTION MUST HAVE BEEN, £VEN 1/ NEVER AW
17.NO GUTENESS~LEAVE HUMOR AND LITTLE FUNNIES TO THE TONIGHT SHOW & LATE
NIGHT. ALWAYS DISPLAY YOUR SCHOLARSHIP, NOT YOUR WITTINESS,
16.IDENTIFY YOUR PRONOUNS, AND USE “THEM" SPARINGLY... (1S PRETTY EASY TO
‘CONFUSE THE DAYLIGHTS OUT OF THE READER IN NOTINE A ALL I HE,/SHE HAS TO
STRUGGLE TO FIGURE OUT WHO “THEM” 5/ ARE/COULD B
19."LUMPING? 1S AS VAGUE AS I 1S INACCURATE. B CAUTIOUS ABOUT PLACING T00
MUCK UNITY INTO THE THOUGHTS & ACTIONS OF THE MANY, LE. “THE COLONISTS
FELT.. THE INDIANS HATED.. THE EUROPEANS WANTED..” COULD TERE 88 SUSETS
WITHIN T GROUPS? SPECIFICALLY. WHICH GROUPS OR SORTS OF THE
AFOREMENTIONED FELT, HATED OF WANTED? 15 LIKE SAYING, “ALL TEENS ARE.
20.ALONG THE LINES OF 8, DON'T INJECT YOURSELF INTG MISTORY 5 USIG - WE™
VIHEN YOU REALLY MEAN, “AMERICARS WHO HAVE BEEN DEAD FOR A LONG TIME. WE
DIDN'T EVICT THE CHEROKEES FROM GEGRGIA, WiN WORLD WAR I, GIVE WOMEN THE
RIGHT TO VOTE. BUILD THE RAILROADS, LAND ON THE MOON, E1C: THEY./Th 15, 010!

[READ THESE OVER DAILY UNTIL YOU TRUL Y UNDERSTAND THEM & TIE THEM
INTO YOUR WRITING. IN PARTICULAR, READ THESE AS YOU DO YOUR Store and share files in the
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ASSUME YOUR READER IS AN IDIOT.
THINGS, A LOT, & STUFF...

KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BALL!
STAY IN TIME SCOPE OF QUESTION.
No HAPPILY EVER AFTERISMS.
KEEP CONCLUSIONS NARROW. < Send &Track
BE P.C.

ALL IN THE PAST TENSE...

NEVER WRITE CONVERSATIONALLY!
10 SPELLING & CAPS..

11.WRITE LIKE AN EXPERT

12.WATCH OUT FOR REPETITIONS.

13.NO STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS...

14. THESIS!!!

15.NO HANGING POINTS—JUSTIFY!!

16.1S YOUR RESPONSE FREE-STANDING?
17.NO CUTENESS.

18.WATCH YOUR PRONOUNS!
19.LUMPING IS VAGUE... DO ALL PEOPLE
DO THE SAME? m Store and share files in the
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