
APUSH – Mr. Muller



Do Now: 

“We are Anglo-Saxons, and must obey our blood and 
occupy new markets, and, if necessary, new lands.”

-Senator Albert Beveridge, April 27, 1898

“Our form of government, our traditions, our present 
interests, and our future welfare, all forbid our entering 
upon a career of conquest.”

-William Jennings Bryan, December 13, 1898





First bullet point here

Second bullet point here

Third bullet point here



The U.S. realized that even 
though many Latin 
American nations had 
gained independence that 
they were still unstable.

The U.S. realized that their
nation’s security depended 
on the security of Latin 
America



 This doctrine was issued by 
the United States

 It stated that “the American 
continents… are henceforth 

not to be considered as 
subjects for future 
colonization by any 
European powers.”

 This document basically 
stated that the Americas 
were off limits to imperialism
for the rest of the world and 
that the U.S. would defend 
them militarily if need be.





1. Believed the growth of the U.S. economy 

depended on exports

2. Felt the U.S. had a right to intervene abroad 

to keep foreign markets open

3. Fear that the closing of an area to 

American products, citizens or ideas 

threatened U.S. survival

Heart of the U.S. foreign policy

Considering this belief system, does this policy 

reflect what we do today? (in terms of foreign 
policy)



The Roosevelt Corollary (Big Stick Diplomacy):

•Feared that with many U.S. banks heavily invested in Latin American 
industry and infrastructure (RR), that they might default on their loans.  
If this happened European nations, might get involved, so Roosevelt 

reminded Europe of the Monroe Doctrine.  (Stay out of Western 
Hemisphere)  The U.S. was the Super Power there, not Europe.
•“Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far” –T.R.

•The U.S. was willing to use force to protect it’s economic interests in 
Latin America  (similar to Open door Notes)





Dollar Diplomacy

•1911, rebellion in Nicaragua left the nation in bankruptcy.  

President Taft, had American bankers loan the nation 

enough money to pay it’s debts.

•In return the bankers were allowed to collect Nicaragua’s 

customs duties

•Also would gain control of the 

RR system and the nations national

bank

•This causes a revolt against 

Their president Adolfo Diaz.  

2,000 marines sent to put it 

down

•Example of Big Stick 

Diplomacy (willing to fight 

for U.S. financial 

Investments)





This document 
stated that the 
U.S. could 
operate as the 
“police force” 
of the Western 
Hemisphere.

Any time there 
was trouble the 
U.S. could 
intervene to 
stop it so that 
their security 
could be 
maintained.



Great White Fleet

What does this name represent to you?

•U.S. Navy nickname given 

because of the ships being 

colored white.

•Sign of growing military power

•This fleet would help protect 

U.S. economic interests around 

the world





 To travel from one 
side of the U.S. to the 
other by sea around 
South America was a 
13,000 mile trip.  

A canal in-between 
North and South 
America would cut 
the distance in half.



Roosevelt offered 
Colombia who 
controlled the 
narrow area of land 
where the canal 
was to be built, $10 
million and a yearly 
payment.

The Colombian 
government wanted 
more money.





Roosevelt then 
encouraged the 
Panamanian 
people to rebel 
against the 
Colombian 
government.

With help from the 
U.S. Navy  they 
won their 
independence.

 To thank the U.S. 
they gave the U.S.  
the right to build 
the canal without 
paying any 
money and the 
U.S. would get the 
profits from the 
canal as well.



 Thousands of lives were lost 
building the canal due to 
mosquitoes carrying yellow 
fever and rats carrying the 
bubonic plague.

 The canal opened in 1914 
and ships from around the 
world began to use it.

 Latin America was 
transformed into a 
crossroads of world trade.

 The U.S. charged each ship 
that passed through a toll.













Cuba

•Movement within Cuba to gain independence from 

Spain.  Americans sympathize with Cubans because of 

yellow journalism.

What’s Yellow Journalism?





•Exaggerated story telling, designed to sway public 

opinion

•William Hearst with the New York Journal and Joseph 

Pulitzer with the New York World, made up 

exaggerated accounts of brutality to the Cubans by 

the Spanish General Valeriano Weyler.  

•Stories like poisoned wells 

And children being thrown 

into  shark infested waters

Yellow Journalism



De Lome Letter:

President McKinley embarrassed by a letter (later 

published), that called him weak and “a bidder for the 

administration of the crowd.”

How would you respond?

•Days later, the U.S.S. Maine was mysteriously blown up

at the Havana harbor, trying to help protect American 

citizens and property





How does the War begin?
•Spanish thought the U.S. would invade Cuba!   

Nope! 

•First battle takes place in Philippines.

•With the support of the Filipinos, Spanish troops 

surrendered to the U.S. at Manila





War in the Caribbean

•U.S. blockades Cuba, from Spanish reinforcements

•Army of 17,000 , including the Rough Riders (voluntary 

cavalry, under command of 

Leonard Wood and 

Theodore Roosevelt)

Major Battles- battle of 

Santiago 

and San Juan Hill

•Two days later, Spanish

fleet tries to escape, but

is demolished

by U.S. blockade



How does it end?

Treaty of Paris- Ends the 15 week war.  

•Spain frees Cuba.  
•Turned over Guam 
and Puerto Rico to 

the U.S.
•Spain sells the 
Philippines to the 

U.S. for $20 million 
U.S. gains the 
Philippines, Guam, 

Puerto Rico from 
Spain









Platt Amendment

In Cuban Constitution-

1. U.S. can intervene in in Cuban affairs to ensure 

independence

2. Cuba must limit its debt, to avoid European 

nations

3. U.S. gets 99 year lease on Guantanamo









Over ten years the Cubans fought for their 
independence from Spain.  

Jose Marti helped fight for Cuban Independence.  
Although he was killed early in the fight,  he 
remained an inspiration.

In 1898, the Americans joined the fight for Cuban 
independence due to their strong economic 
interests in the area  Spanish-American War.

1901, Cuba gains independence.

U.S. gains the Philippines, Guam, Puerto Rico from 
Spain



Cuba wants 
independence from 
Spain.

After the U.S. won this 
war they acquired the 
Phillipine Islands, Puerto 
Rico, and Guam.

President McKinley 
stated that we did not 
want to colonize them 
but to “educate and 
Christianize them”.



 The Filipino nationalists argued 
that the U.S. promised them 
independence after the war.

 The U.S. fought the nationalists 
and put down the revolt.

 The U.S. promised that they would 
only help them prepare for self-
rule.

 The U.S. promises to build roads, 
railroads, and hospitals, and set 
up school systems.







 The U.S. became interested in 
Hawaii because it was a port on the 
way to China and East India.

American businessmen were 
interested in Hawaii because of the 
great sugar plantations there.

 The businessmen plotted to 
overthrow the monarch Queen 
Liliuokalani and did so in 1893.  

 Then in 1898 the U.S. annexed 
Hawaii.

 Annex = to add on







1. Carved out little slices of China called

SPHERES OF INFLUENCE.

 An area within China that was controlled by a western nation





Open Door Policy-

•1899, U.S. aims to prevent foreign powers in China 

from shutting out the United States from Chinese 

markets.

•Belief that all nations should 

have equal opportunity to trade, 

but shouldn’t disrespect China’s 

territory

•Policy reflects American beliefs

about their capitalist economy

What are American 

belief’s about their 

capitalist economy?



Task 1

Task 2

Group 
A

Task 1

Task 2

Group 
B

Task 1

Task 2

Group 
C

First bullet point here

Second bullet point here

Third bullet point here















On the brink of war

•Election of 1916-Wilson campaigns that he has kept us 

out of war!

•Wilson wins and delivers a “Peace without victory” 

speech

•Wilson calls for a ‘League of Nations’ among nations 

of the world.  He essentially wants both alliances to sit 

down and settle a truce, with no harsh punishments 

for either side

How does Germany respond? 

They ignore the proposition, and call for 

unrestricted submarine warfare. With this, 

Germany begins sinking American ships.



The Last straw

Zimmerman Note-Telegram from German foreign minister to German 

ambassador in Mexico.

•Intercepted by British agents

•Proposed alliance between Germany and Mexico

•If war with the U.S. broke out, 

Germany would support 

Mexico in recovering lost land 

in Texas, New Mexico and 

Arizona

Between the loss of Americans on 

foreign ships and U.S. ships, the 

Zimmerman note and a rejection

of  Peace, would you still remain 

Neutral if you were Wilson?





Wilson asks Congress for declaration of war to protect 

democracy. On April 2nd 1917



How does the U.S. raise an army?
•Selective service Act (1917)- Requires men to register with the 
government, for random selecting for military service 
•Helps raise 3 million for an army 
(2 million actually got to Europe, before 
The truce)

How would you finance the war?

How the U.S. actually finances the war:
•Food rationing
•War bonds
•Increase industrial output (20% 
increase during war)
•Propaganda



•Effects of the war on America  Mass production,  

which is a result of wartime = Good economy 
(Stockholders see large profits, wages rise by 20%, 

prices of food and housing rise)

•Affects of the war on 
Europe  New weapons like 

Machine guns (refined), Tanks,

airplanes, poison gas
•WWI is the bloodiest war 

in history (22 million dead)











How did America affect the war?

•American forces  change the war because of the amount 
of soldiers, their freshness, enthusiasm, the U.S. war machine 
output (ships, tanks, planes, guns, ammunition)
•U.S. tips the balance of the war in favor of the Allied Powers.  
Central Powers (Germans and Austria - Hungary too 
exhausted to go on)



Women's role of the War

Many women moved into jobs of the males that went 
into the war  R.R. workers, cooks, dockworkers, brick 

layers

Increased Women's rights  1919* (19th

amendment)





Minorities effected by the war

•Great Migration- Large-scale movement of hundreds of 

thousands of Southern blacks to the North

WHY?

Escape racial discrimination and Jim Crow South



America now involved in WWI
•Germany now fighting a two front war  Russia and 

France

•Wilson believes that America must win the peace of 

the world, and that involves being in the World War

•U.S. involvement tips the balance of the war, in favor 

of the Allied Powers

•U.S. enters the ‘Great War’ in 1917, by 1919 the war 

ends with a cease fire by Germany

What does the end of World War I mean for America 

and the allies?



Results of WWI

•Leaders of Nations, meet in France, to discuss Wilson’s 14 points
What’s Wilson’s 14 points?

•Speech by Wilson that includes:

1. Should be no secret treaties among nations
2. Freedom of the sea’s should be maintained for all
3. Tariffs and other economic barriers among nations 

should be lowered or abolished in order to foster free 
trade

4. Arms should be reduced “to the lowest point 

consistent with domestic safety, thus lessening the 
possibility of military responses”, during diplomatic 
crises.

5. Colonial policies should consider the interests of the 
colonial peoples as well as the interests of the 
imperial powers

• Other 8 points deal with boundary changes
• 14 points calls for an international organization to address 

diplomatic crises

What international organization will be 

proposed?



Treaty of Versailles
•Establishes 9 new nations (ex: Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia)
•Barred Germany from maintaining an army
•Germany gives back the region of Alsace and Lorraine to 
France
•Germany pays reparations (war damages), amounting to $33 
million to the Allies



League of Nations

•International organization whose aim is for the ability 

for nations to check and balance each other.



Effects of Treaty

•Humiliated Germany through 

both reparations and also for 

admitting that they had sole 

responsibility for the cause of 

the war

•No way Germany could pay 

back the allies $33 million

•Germany loses its Pacific 

possessions (might have helped 

them pay reparations)

•Russia lost more territory than 

Germany and also the most 

men (all because they didn’t 
attend the meeting)  Fair?











What Now?

•Being the United States 

doesn’t join the League of 

Nations, America heads 

into the 1920s, looking to 

return to Isolationism

•Being America wanted to 

return back to isolationism, 

the League threatened 

that  policy (Wilson would 

refuse to compromise)




