
Chapter 10
The Triumph of White Men’s 

Democracy – APUSH, Mr. Muller



Aim: What makes the Jacksonian 
Democracy different from the previous?

Do Now:  “The political activity that pervades the U.S. must 
be seen in order to be understood.  No sooner do you set 
foot upon American ground than you are stunned by a 
kind of tumult.”

-Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 1835







Grew up on the frontier and was known 
for his courage, stubbornness and 
toughness.

With little formal education he managed 
to become a lawyer and grew wealthy by 
buying and selling land.  He owned a large 
plantation, called Hermitage, in Tennessee 
and was a slave owner.

Elected to Congress in 1796, but his 
greatest fame came from his generalship at 
New Orleans in the War of 1812, and later 
defeating the Creek Indians and 
conquering Florida.

Jackson at Battle of New Orleans

The Hermitage: Jackson’s 

plantation home

Andrew Jackson



The Jacksonian Era
• Champion of the People

– The Common Man’s Man

• In the election of 1824, Andrew Jackson (the 
hero of the battle of New Orleans) ran against 
John Quincy Adams and Henry Clay for 
president







The Corrupt Bargain
• In the election, Jackson won the 

majority of the popular vote, but 

no candidate won a majority of the 

electoral votes.

• When no candidate wins a majority of the electoral 
votes, the House of Representatives must chose who 
become President.  

• Henry Clay dropped out of the race for president, and as 
Speaker of the House of Representatives he influenced 
other Congressmen to vote for Adams.  

• After Adams won, Adams appointed Clay Secretary of 
State







President John Quincy Adams

• Alienates Jacksonians by asking Congress for $ for internal improvements, aid 
to manufacturers, a national university and an astronomical observatory.

• Actions as Pres. viewed as waster of $$





The Election of 1828 One of the most vicious 

elections in U.S. history. 

Jackson’s opponents accused 
him of murder, gambling, slave 

trading and treason. 

They said his mother was a 

prostitute.  

His wife was attacked as an 
immoral woman.  She died right 

after the election and Jackson 

blamed the personal attacks 
for her death. 

Jackson’s 1828 campaign was the first to appeal directly to voters through a professional 

political organization. Twice as many votes were cast in this election than in 1824. 



Jackson’s election was seen as a victory for the “common man.”  Thousands 

crowded the White House for the free food and drink given away in the 

inaugural celebration.

Jackson’s supporters declared his win a victory for the “farmers and mechanics 

of the country” over the “rich and well born.” Almost all agreed that the 

election was the beginning of a new democratic republic.







The spoils system refers to a political 

party giving government jobs to 
supporters after winning an election as 

a reward for working toward victory.  

Jackson greatly increased the 

practice.  He felt that he was 
increasing democracy in government 

by opening up jobs to ordinary 

citizens. In 1881 President Garfield was 

assassinated by a disappointed 

government job seeker and soon 

after laws were passed to do 

away with the spoils system

“To the victor belongs the spoils”



The motivation behind the law was greed for the vast Native American lands. 

An Indian-hating mentality by certain groups of frontiersmen also contributed 

to the passage of the act.

Mandated the removal of all American Indian tribes east of the Mississippi River 

to lands in the west.

President Jackson outlined his Indian removal policy to Congress on December 

6, 1830: "It gives me pleasure to announce to Congress that the benevolent 

policy of the Government, steadily pursued for nearly thirty years, in relation to 

the removal of the Indians beyond the white settlements is approaching to a 

happy consummation. Two important tribes have accepted the provision made 

for their removal at the last session of Congress, and it is believed that their 

example will induce the remaining tribes also to seek the same obvious 

advantages." 

Indian Removal Act of 1830



Cherokee Indians
• Andrew Jackson wants to force Native Americans to move off of their land

• Andrew Jackson believes this will open up more land for white settlers

• Cherokee Nation sues the United States in the US Supreme Court to stop the 
removal

• Cherokee Nation wins their court case

• Andrew Jackson refuses to 

enforce the court’s decision





Despite being described as “uncivilized savages” the Cherokee and other five 

civilized tribes adopted the lifestyle of European Americans. They lived in towns 

with roads, schools, churches, a system of representational government, and 

were farmers and cattle ranchers. They believed in the justice offered through 

the American court system and took their case to the Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court ruled that the Cherokee were sovereign people, Worcester 

v. Georgia, and could not be made to move without a treaty formally ratified by 

the Senate. Major Ridge, a Cherokee leader of a small minority group 

supporting removal, signed a treaty which the Senate ratified. Despite the fact 

that many Americans opposed the act, President Jackson immediately sent the 

army to relocate the entire tribe.  

The Cherokee fought removal in the Supreme Court



In 1838, the army forcibly removed more than 16,000 Cherokee 

Indians from their homelands in Tennessee, Alabama, North Carolina, 
and Georgia, and sent them to Indian Territory (today known as 
Oklahoma). 

One in four died along the journey, and thousands more perished 

later from the consequences of relocation. 

Trail of Tears

John Ross, veteran of 
various wars in which 

he fought with 

Jackson, served as 
president of the 

Cherokee nation from 

1839 until his death in 
1866. Although he 

opposed relocation, 

the tribe was forced to 
move.



Trail of tears today







• The Nullification Crisis Southern states opposed a 
protective tariff (higher price paid for imported goods).  
Felt the North benefited from this.

– South Carolina deemed the tariff unconstitutional.  They declared 
it void.

– President Andrew Jackson, declared South Carolina’s actions 
were treasonous, and sent federal troops to collect the tariff.

States’ Rights vs. Federal Supremacy



The Second Bank of the United States (BUS) was 

founded in 1816, five years after the expiration of 

the First Bank of the United States.

In 1822, Nicholas Biddle, a wealthy upper class 

intellectual and financier, was appointed president 

of the bank.

The BUS was owned by individuals but the 

government used it to hold all its gold and silver. 

The bank's paper bills were accepted as 

equivalent to gold for any payments to the 

government.

Jackson thought the BUS was a menace to the 

economy.  He believed money should be in gold 

and silver coins and not paper.

BUS building in Philadelphia in  1830 
and (below) today. 

Bank war





The Bank War:  Jackson versus Biddle

BUS president BiddlePresident Jackson











Jackson and his Democratic supporters 

viewed the BUS as a center for aristocratic, 
undemocratic privilege and wanted to abolish it.

Jackson felt Biddle had too much power and 
corrupted some members of Congress. He vowed 

not to renew its government charter that was up 

in 1836, which would put the BUS out of business.

Jackson’s Whig Party opponents, led by Daniel 

Webster and Henry Clay, believed that the 

majority of Americans supported the BUS and 
wanted to make it an issue in the 1832 elections.

In 1832, Congress passed a BUS re-charter bill 
which Jackson immediately vetoed.

The Bank went out of business in 1836.

BUS $2,000 bill from the 1830’s.  Today 
$2,000 would equal over $43,000. 

Below, satire on Jackson’s war against 

the BUS.





The battle between Jackson and Biddle 

over the Bank of the U.S. The print is 
sympathetic to Jackson, showing him 

as champion of the common man 

against the wealthy supporters of the 
BUS. In the center Biddle (left) and 
Jackson square off. A fat woman, 

“Mother Bank”, holds a bottle of 
expensive port wine for Biddle. Behind 

her are Biddle supporters Daniel 

Webster and Henry Clay. 



Anti-Jackson cartoon, shows him 

in regal costume, stands before 
a throne in a frontal pose like a 

playing-card king. 

He holds a "veto" in his left hand 

and a scepter in his right. 

The Federal Constitution and the 
arms of Pennsylvania (the United 

States Bank was located in 

Philadelphia) lie in tatters under 
his feet. 

A book "Judiciary of the U[nited] 

States" lies nearby. 





The Two Party System
• Whigs:  People who supported John Adams and his idea that government 

must help the economy (Hamilton’s Federalists)

• Democrats:  People who supported Andrew Jackson.  (Jeffersonian 
Republicans)







Jackson Leaves Office

• Following the precedent set out by George 
Washington, Andrew Jackson serves only two terms as 
President

• Jackson’s Vice President is elected President – Martin 
Van Buren

• Panic of 1837  Caused mainly by Jackson’s lack of 
support for the national bank.

• Loses to William Henry “Tippecanoe” Harrison in 1840 
election.

– Harrison dies in office less than a month after taking office from 
pneumonia.  John Tyler new pres. (1st VP to succeed the 
Presidency)








