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Aim: What makes the 1960s & 70s 
so different than any other time in 
our history?

“If, when the chips are down, the world’s most 

powerful nation, the United States, acts like a pitiful, 

helpless giant, the forces of totalitarianism and 

anarchy will threaten free nations and free institutions 

throughout the world.”

-Richard Nixon, Address to Nation, April 30th, 1970





Lyndon B. Johnson

 New President, now that Kennedy is dead

 Presidency mostly marked by the Vietnam war.

He also rages a “War on Poverty” 

August 1964, Congress approves his 

Economic Opportunity Act, which 

gave $1billion to youth programs, 

anti-poverty measures, small business 

loans and job training.





LBJ

 In 1964, he is elected to 

his first real in office.

Biggest home policy is his 

Great Society His 

vision of America, which 

would end poverty and 

racial injustice.  





Great Society

 Helped public schools by 

providing more than $1 billion 

in funding for textbooks and 

library materials.

 Establishes Medicare and 

Medicaid

 Approves funding for 240,000 units of low income housing.

 Opens doors for Immigrants with the Immigration Act of 1965







The Vietnam War

 Located in Southeast Asia

 Former French colony, called French 

Indochina (also Laos and Cambodia)

After World War II, a communist 

leader named Ho Chi Minh leads 

a war for independence against the French Army

Ho Chi Minh’s army defeats the French army

At a Geneva accords (peace conference), the French agree to leave 
Vietnam, but Vietnam was to be divided into north and south Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh was to rule the north under communist rule and Ngo Dinh
Diem was to rule the south under democratic rule 



War for Independence

 Vietnam is divided.  Ho Chi Minh 

wants a united Vietnam. 

 South Vietnam is 

ruled by corrupt 

leaders.  Soon the 

people form a guerrilla 

army called the Vietcong.

 Guerrillas are fighters who use hit and run tactics.  (Their goal = 

reunite Vietnam)



UNITED STATES 
RESPONSE

United States sees the conflict in Vietnam as the communist north 
trying to take over the democratic south.  According to the US this 
was the same situation as the Korean War.

United States believes that if South Vietnam lost to the communist, 
then all of Southeast Asia will fall to the communist like a row of 
dominos.

 Domino theory If one country falls to Communism, nearby nations 
will as well.



Expansion of the war

The Kennedy administration sent 16,000 U.S. 

personnel to S. Vietnam.

LBJ will expand the conflict sending more troops 

each year he’s in office.



AMERICANS IN COMBAT

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution:  US never formally declares war on Vietnam.  
In 1964, North Vietnamese boats attack a U.S. boat in the Gulf of Tonkin.  
North Vietnam claims that the US ship was spying.

 In the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, Congress allows the President to take 

“all necessary measures 

to repel any armed 

attack or to prevent 

further aggression” What 

does this mean?  What has 

Congress done?       



Turning point of the war

 Since 1964, the US escalates its involvement in the 

war

 Escalates means to expand

 Tet Offensive:  

- January 1968, Vietcong guerrillas launch a surprise 

attack on cities throughout Vietnam.

- The attack shows the world that even with 500,000 

troops in Vietnam (U.S.), South 

Vietnam is not safe!  





HAWKS VS. DOVES

 In the United States, there were two groups of people.  

 Hawks favored the war.  They say that since the North Vietnamese attacked 

a US warship, the US must fight back until victory

Doves:  oppose the war.  They see the 
war in Vietnam as a civil war



Protesters

College Students  Kent State

Muhammad Ali

MLK Jr.





Affects of warfare

Agent Orange  Leaf Killing 

toxic chemical

Napalm  Gasoline based 

bomb, that sets fire to the jungle





Vietnamization

 Nixon introduces this idea to withdraw troops from South Vietnam in 

order to allow those troops to take a more active role.  







Affects at home

Not all Americans were on board 

with the war.  

Much of America’s youth was torn 

over the war and the Civil Right’s 

Movement.

They searched for a simple way of 
life, explored the use of drugs, 

resisted the draft and protested their 

growing dissent with the 
governmentHippies







End of the Vietnam war

 War lasts from 1957-1975 

“Peace with Honor”

 58,000 US soldiers are dead

 Approximately 1,000,000 Vietnamese soldier dead

 Approximately 500,000 civilians dead

 US pulls all of its troops out of Vietnam  Under newly elected 

Nixon.

 Once the US is gone, the North quickly takes over the South = 

Saigon falls

Legacy?





Detente

Détente - a policy of lessening Cold War tensions.

As a result of trying to spread Communism globally and 

keeping up with the U.S. in the arms and space race, the 

U.S.S.R. was being torn apart financially.

People everywhere were getting fed up with the constant 

threat of global nuclear destruction as well.



Nixon in USSR!?

1. First pres to ever visit Soviet 
Union

2. SALT Treaty : (Strategic Arms 
Limitations Talks) - 5 year 
agreement to destroy and limit 
the number of nuclear weapons 
each could have. 

a. reduces threat  of global 
nuclear war




